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Mk. RICHARD ARK WRIGHT AND Co. 


In Relation to Mr. ARX WwRICGHT's Inv mtion of an ENGINE for 
Spinning Cotton, &c. into Yarn; ſtating his Reaſons for applying 
to Parliament for an Act to ſecure his Right in ſuch Invention, 
or for ſuch other Relief as to the Legiſlature ſhall ſeem meet. 


FE HE Kingdom of Great Britain, from it's natural Situation, from the natural Productions, and 
g from the natural Vigour and Activity both of Body and Mind of it's Inhabitants, is particu- 
2 larly adapted to the Cultivation, Study, and Improvement of Manufactures, whereon the Ex- 
tenſion of Commerce very materially depends; and theſe National Advantages have been ſeen and at- 
tended to by the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature for many Ages paſt, to the preſent Time, as almoſt ever 
Seſſion of Parliament will teſtify. But all Trade and Manufactures are not confined to Great Brz- 
tain; we have many powerful Rivals: Hence ariſe a Competition and an Emulation to excel in the Qua- 
| lity, or to render the different Manufactures of a lower Price at Foreign Markets; and hence alſo have 
ariſen the many good and uteful Laws, the many and various Encouragements given by Parliament, 
for eſtabliſhing, improving and perfecting, the various Manufactures of this Kingdom, and for ſe- 
curing to Men of Skill and Ingenuity in Mechanics, and to their Families, the Benefit of their In- 
ventions, beyond the Limits of Letters Patent,—The Reference to Acts of this Nature at the Foot 
of this Caſe, will, it is preſumed, fully evince the Truth of this Aſfertion. 5 85 
Many Fortunes have been ſunk, many Families have been ruined, many valuable Lives ſpent, in 
the Proſecution of Schemes from which the Inventors never reaped any adequate Advantage; it was 
not, therefore, enough, that Government held out to the Ingenious and Enterprizing, tlie alluring 
Bait of an excluſive Enjoyment, by Patent, of the Uſe of their own Inventions, for a limited 
Time; the ingenious Mechanic, notwithſtanding the Hazaras of the Purſuit, has ever been 
prompted and encouraged by the Wiſdom, the Liberality, and the Munificence of a Britiſh Parliament; 
The Society for the Encouragement of Arts and Sciences has allo at various Times held out Pre- 
miums, as Rewards to the induſtrious and ſkilful Mechanic. It is from theſe general Cauſes and 
Conſiderations, that Individuals have been tempted to riſque their Fortunes, and exert their Abilities, 
in the Mechanic Arts; and from hence have ariſen, in a great Degree, the Wealth, the Grandeur, and 
the Power of this Kingdom. | 3 „ . 
To be more particular: The vaſt Variety and the Conſequence of thoſe Branches of Manufacture 
which are produced from Cotton, Wool, and Flax ſpun into Yarn, the abſolute Neceſſity of the Ma- 
terials being ſpun before they can be wove into any Kind of Stuff, the Cheapneſs of Pro- 
viſions, and the low Price of Labour, in many Foreign Countries which are our Rivals in Trade, 
have occaſioned many Attempts at Home to render the Article of Spinning more ealy, cheap, and 
expeditious, as the grand Means of cnabling us to participate with France, and other Nations, the Be- 
nefit of Sales at Foreign Markets. 5 5 VVV! 
about Forty or Fifty Vears ago, One Paul, and others, of London, invented an Engine for Spin- 
ning of Cotton, and obtained a Patent for ſuch Invention; afterwards they removed to Northampton, 
and other Places. They ſpent many Years, and much Money, in the Undertaking, but without Sue- 
ceſs; and many Families who had engaged with them were reduced te@overty and Diſtreſs, 55 
About Twenty or Thirty Years ago, various Engines were conſt ed, by different Perſons, for 
- Spinning Cotton, Flax, Wool, &c. into many Threads at once, but they produced no real Advantage, 
About the Year 1767, One Hargrave, of Blackburn in Lancaſhire, conſtructed an Engine that 
would at once Spin Twenty or Thirty Threads of Cotton into Yarn for the Fuſtian Manufacture; 
but becauſe it was likely to anſwer in ſome Meaſure the End propoſed, his Engines were burnt and 
deſtroyed, and himſelf driven out of Lancaſhire: He afterwards: removed to Nottimgham, and ob- 
tained a Patent for his Engine; but he did not even there long continue in the peaceable Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it. His Patent Right was invaded, and he found it neceſſary to commence a Proſecution: An 
A Jeciation was ſoon formed againſt him; and, being unable to contend againſt the united Power of a 
Body of Men, he was obliged to give up the unjuſt and unequal Conteſt. His Invention was cruellß 
wreſted from him; and he died in Obſcurity, and great Diſtreſs. oh 5 „ 
Mr. Arkwright, after many Years intenſe and painful Application, invented, about the Vear 1768, 
his preſent Method of Spinning Cotton, but upon very different Principles from any Invention that had 
gone before it. He was himſelf a Native of Lancaſhire; but having ſo recently witneſſed the unge- 
nerous Treatment of poor Hargrave, by the People of that County, he retired to Nottingham, and ob- 
tained a Patent in the Year 1769, for making Cotton, Flax, and Wool, into Yarn. But, after ſome 
Experience, finding that the common Method of preparing the Materials for Spinning (which is 
efſentially neceſſary to the Perfection of good Yarn) was very imperfect, tedious, and expenſive, he 
turned his Thoughts towards the Conſtruction of Engines for that Purpoſe; and, in the e ent 
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Teveral Years of intenſe Such and Labour, __ at laſt duced an Invention for carding and preparing 
the Materials, founded in ſome. Meaſure on the Principles of his Firſt Machine. 

Theſe Inventions, united, compleated his great original Plan. But his laſt Machines being very 
complicated, and containing ſome Things materially different in their Conſtruction, and ſome others 
materially different in their Uſe, from the Inventions for which his Firſt Patent was obtained; he 
procured a Patent for theſe alſo, in December 1775 ; and being then fully convinced of the great Uſe and 
Value of his Scheme, he purſued, with unabating Diligence and Attention, his original Deſign of a 
large and extenſive Buſineſs, on the Grounds of his Two Patents united. f 

It was not, however, till upwards of Five Years had elapſed after obtaining is F irſt Patent, and more 
than 12, 000 / had been expended in Machinery and Buildings, that any Profit accrued to himſelf and 
Partners: Indeed, Mr, Ar4wright's laſt Inventions have greatly added to the Value of his firſt; and, 
connected, they form the moſt perfect and uſeful, and perhaps moſt curious Machines, ever. produced 
by Man. By the united Effects of theſe important Inventions, and the Perſeverance and Spirit with 
which the Undertaking was purſued, the moſt excellent Yarn or Twiſt was produced; notwithſtanding 
; which, the Proprietors found great Difficulty to introduce it into Public Uſe, A very heavy and valuable 
Stock, in Conſequence of theſe Difficulties, lay upon their Hands: Inconveniencies and Diſadvantages of 
no ſmall Conſideration followed. Whatever were the Motives which induced the Rejection of it, they 
were thereby neceſſarily driven to attempt, by their own Strength and Ability, the Manufacture of the 
Yarn: Their firſt Trial was, in weaving it into Stockings, which ſucceeded; they then endeavoured to 
prevail on the Manufacturers in Lancaſhire to weave it into Callicoes, but they abſolutely refuſed. The 
Proprietors, therefore, themſelves made the Attempt, and ſucceeded; and ſqon eſtabliſhed the Manu- 
facture of Callicoes, which promiſes to be one of the firſt ManufaCtures in thi Kingdom. Another ſtill 
more formidable. Difficulty aroſe; the Orders for Goods which they had regeived, being conſiderable, 
were unexpectedly countermanded, the Officers of Exciſe refuſing to let them paſs at the uſual Duty of 
3d. per Yard, inſiſting on the additional Duty of 3 d. per Yard, as being Callicoes, though manufac- 
tured in England: Beſides, theſe Callicoes, when printed, were prohibited. Buy this unforeſeen Obſtruc- 
tion, a very conſiderable and very valuable Stock of Callicoes accumulated. An Application to the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe was attended with no Succeſs: The Proprietors, therefore, had no Reſource but 
to aſk Relief of the Legiſlature; which, after much Money expended, and againſt a ſtrong Oppolition of 
the Manufacturers in Lancaſbine, they obtained. Thus, in Spite of the very great Dithculties they met 
with, they at length eſtablithed their Manufacture of Yarn, and the Demand for it ſoon became too con- 
ſiderable for Mr. Arkwright and his Partners to anſwer; with a View, therefore, to accommodate the 
Public, and on the Faith of his Two Patents, and particularly the laſt, Mr. Ar4wright fold to Numbers 
of Adventurers, reſiding in the different Counties of Derby, Leiceſter, Nottingham, Worceſter, Stafford, 
York, Hertford, and Lancaſter, many of his Patent Machines. Upon a moderate Computation, the 
Money expended in conſequence of ſuch Grants amounts to at leaſt 60, cool. 
Mr. Arkwright, and his Partners, have alſo expended, in large Buildings in Derlyſtire and elſewhere, = 
upwards of 30, ooo l. and Mr, Arkwright alſo erected a very large and extenſive Building in Mancheſter, 
at the Expence of upwards of 4,000/. Beſides theſe vaſt nen, he and his Partners have ſuſtained 
great Injury by Mobs and Fire, not leſs than 5 or 6, 000 J. 
It is certain, that by the Introduction of theſe different Machines, the Price of Labour i is ſo much de- 

creaſed, as to make ſo conſiderable a Saving to the Public as ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Pounds per An- 
num. Hence Goods are manufactured on ſuch moderate Terms, as to enable the Merchant to ſell in Fo- 
reign Markets; many Thonſand Perſons are now (who were not before) employed, and can earn a 
comfortable Maintenance ; the Revenue is greatly increaſed by the Duty on printed Callicoes; and it is no 
| leſs remarkable than true, that though the Price of Labour, by the Introduction of theſe Inventions, has 

greatly decreaſed, yet the Buſineſs has increaſed in a moſt extraordinary Degree. 


II 18 TO BE OBSERVED, that ſhould the ſame Means be purſued in reſpect to WOOL (which | is very _ N 


practicable) as have been in reſpect to Cotton, there is every Reaſon to believe, that the Effect, an In- 


creaſe of Buſineſs, would be ſimilar, and the pr eſent Complaints as to the low Price of Wool would no 
longer exiſt. 


At the Time Mr. Arkwright e nis laſt Patent, he juſtly ac that kis 13 were of 


great national Importance, and conceived they would be ſought after by Foreigners to introduce into 


other Countries; he therefore; pyrpoſely, in Prevention of that Evil, (he had almoſt ſaid, national Injury) 
omitted to give ſo full and pan a Deſcription of his Inventions, in his S ecification attendant on his 
laſt Patent, as he otherwiſe, would have done; and, in order the more earl to guard againſt Foreign- 
ers, it has been Mr. Arkwright's uniform Rule, to forbid the Admiſſion of them into any of his Works; 
other Gentlemen, Natives of this Kingdom, were moſt generally admitted, on proper Ap- 
plication. Mr. Arkwright was the more inclined to omit fo full a Deſcription of his Inventions, as by a 
Clauſe in the ſaid Letters Patent he was led to believe that it was not eſſentially neceſſary ; becauſe it is 
therein ſaid, that © the ſaid Letters Patent ſhould be good and Hectual i in the Law, according to the true 
&« Intent and Meaning theregf, notwithſtanding the not full and certain deſcribing the Nature and Quality 
«© of the ſaid Invention, or of the Materials thereunto conducing and belonging.” 
Mr. Arkwright begs Leave to add, that it is much to be wiſhed, that ſome Mode could be pointed out 
for preſerving to the Natives of this Kingdom, in Excluſion of Foreigners, the Benefit of Inventions. 
The preſent Method of exhibiting a full and accurate Specification, to which Eoreigners have free Acceſs, 
renders ſuch a Proviſion extremely neceſlary; particularly ſo, as he has good Reaſon to ſay, that there are 
_ Inventions yet to be made known, that will be of the laſt Importance to this Kingdom. 

True it is, that a Man may ſafely truſt the Efforts of his Genius, his Fortune, or his Life, to the Juſ- 
tice of Parliament, or a generous Public; but what Individual can ſtand againſt the Power of Numbers 
of Men, actuated by Malice and Treachery ? 

No ſooner were the Merits of Mr. Artwright's Inventions fully underſtood, from the great Increaſe of 
Materiale produced in a given Time, and the ſuperior Quality of the Goods manufactured; no ſooner 


Was 


Eo 1 49 
was it known, that his Aſſiduity and great mechanical Abilities were rewarded with Succeſs, than the 
very Men who had before treated him with Contempt and Deriſion, began to deviſe Means to rob him 
of bis Inventions, and Profit by hi Ingenuity. Every Attempt that Cunning could ſuggeſt for this Pur- 
poſe was made: By the Seduction of his Servants and Workmen, (whom he had with great Labour 
taught the Buſineſs) a Knowledge of his Machinery and Inventions was fully gained. From that Time, 
many Perſons 7 * to pilfer ſomething from him; and then, by adding ſomething elſe of their own, 
and. by calling ſimilar Productions and Machines by other Names, they hoped to ſcreen themſelves 
from Punihment . F 8 | 
So many of theſe artful and deſigning Individuals had at length infringed on his Patent Right, that 
he found it neceflary to proſecute ſeveral : - But it was: not without great Difficulty, and conſiderable 
Expence, that he was able to make any Proof againſt them; conſcious that their Conduct was un- 
juſtifiable, their Proceedings were conducted with the utmoſt Caution and Secreſy. Many of the Per- 
ſons employed by them were {worn to Secreſy, and their Buildings and Workſhops were kept locked up 
or otherwiſe ſecured. T his neceſſary Proceeding of Mr. Arkwright, occaſioned, as in the Caſe of poor 
Hargrave, an Aſſociation againſt him, of the very Perſons whom he had ſerved and obliged. Formi- 
dable, however, as it was, Mr. Arkwright perſevered; truſting that he ſhould obtain, in the Event, 
that Satisfaction which he appeared to be juſtly intitled to. A Trial in Weſtminſter Hall, in July laſt, 
at a large Expence, was the Conſequence. when, ſolely by not. deſcribing . to fully and accurately the 
Nature of his laſt complex Machines as was ſtrictly by Law required, a Verdict was found againſt him. 
| Had he been at all aware of the Conſequences of ſuch Omiſſion, he certainly would have been more 
careful and circumſpect in his Deſcription. It cannot be ſuppoſed that he meant a Fraud on his 
Country; it is, on the contrary, moſt evident, that he was anxiouſly deſirous of preſerving to his na- 
tive Country the full Benefit of his Inventions : Indeed, it is impoſſible that he could either expect or 
Intend to ſecrete his Inventions from the Puhlic after the. Expiration of his Patents; the whole Machi- 
nery being neceſſarily knawn to many Workmen and Artificers, as well as to thoſe Perſons (bein 
many Hundreds) who were employed in the Manufactory. This Obſervation alone, independent of the 
Circumſtances of the GRANTS which have been made, is fully ſufficient to evince that Mr. Arkwright had 
no ſuch View. A Machine like the preſent, which has been ſeen by many Perſons, is materially different 
from the Preparation of a Noſtrum, or Medicine, the Knowledge of which may reſt in and die with a 
fingle Perſon, _ 8 e e bo to mow te 
It may be farther obſerved, that if Mr. Ar&1oright had been aware of any improper Defect in his 
Specification, he never would have exhibited (as he did) his Machines in their full Perfection before his 
Enemies in open Court, where he muſt know the Defect would be diſcovered. Mr. Arkwright, in this 
painful Part of his Caſe, begs Leave to add, that he bows with the greateſt Submiſſion to the Court, 
and Verdict againſt him: Yet he cannot but lament, that the Advantages reſulting from his own Ex- 
ertion and Abilities alone, ſhould be wreſted from him by thoſe who have no Pretenſion to Merit; that 
they ſhould be permitted to rob him of his Inventions before the Expiration of the reaſonable Period 
of Fourteen Years, merely becauſe he has unfortunately omitted to point out all the Minutiz of his 
complicated Machines. And ſurely, ungenerous muſt that Man or Set of Men be, who would venture 
to aſſert, that becauſe Mr. Arkwright's Inventions are of great national Importance, (which fully proves 
the Value and Merit of them) therefore he ſhould the ſooner be deprived of them. N | 
It ſeems reaſonable to ſay; that the Advantage to the Inventor ſhould be proportioned to the Merit 
of the Invention. Conſiderable and weighty are the Hardſhips that Mr. Ar#wright labours under; but 
he and his Partners are not the only Sufferers: The different Perſons to whom they have fold Grants of 
theſe Machines are Reise manifeſtly injured in this Part of their Property; truſting that the Patent 
Mr. Arkwright laſt obtained was good and effectual in Law, they have many of them ventured to riſque | 
great Part of their Fortunes on the Foundation and ſuppoſed Validity of his Grants. „ £ 
In ſhort, Mr. Arkwright his choſen a Subject in Manufacture (that of Spinning) of all others the 
moſt general, the moſt, intereſting, and the moſt difficult. He has, after near Twenty Years unpa- 
ralleled Diligence and Application, by the Force of natural Genius, and an unbounded Invention, (Ex- 
cellencies ſeldom united) brought to Perfection Machines on Principles as new in Theory, as they ate 
regular and perfect in Practice: He has induced Men of Property to engage with him to a large 
Amount; from his important Inventions, united, he has produced better Goods, of their different Kinds, 
than were ever before produced in this Country; and, finally, he has eſtabliſhed a Buſineſs that alreadß 
employs upwards of Five Thouſand Perſons, and a Capital, on the whole, of not leſs than 200, ooo“. a 
Buſineſs of the utmoſt Importance and Benefit to this Kingdom. 3 OT 
Theſe Inventians, it muſt be acknowledged, do him much Honour at preſent, and will hereafter be an 
Honour to his Name and Country ; hard, then, will be his Caſe, if, by an unintentional Error, or by the 
Malevolence of his Enemies, his Property ſhould be materially reduced! Without the Aſſiſtance of 
Parliament, the late Verdict threatens him with the moſt ſerious Conſequences; and truly alarming is 
the Aſectation againſt him, being formed of Men of Property anxiouſly deſirous of overbearing him at all 
Events. : „„ | 
From this general View, and from the Conſideration of the particular Hardſhips of his Caſe, it is 
hoped that every generous Mind will ſenſibly feel for him; convinced that he dgſerves the full Reward 
of his Labour and Ingenuity. Mr. Arkwright aſks no e Satisfaction or unreaſonable Extenſion 
of the Period yet to come in his Patents; nor does he aſk that his excluſive Right, under the ſaid Let- 
ters Patent, ſhould extend to the preparing or ſpinning of Sheep's Mool, however great the Field that 
now lies open reſpecting that Article: But only humbly hopes, that the Legiſlature will be pleaſed to con- 
firm, connect and conſolidate, the Two Letters Patent, ſo as to preſerve to him the full Benefit of his 
Inventions for the Remainder of the Term yet to come in the laſt Patent, which Favour would be 
received by him with the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude. | 
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The ACTS referred to in the foregoing Caſe. 


In June 19743—An Act was paſſed for veſting in John Ekvick, Eſquire, the ſole Property of an Engine tor making 
Stone Pipes, and to enlarge the Terms granted by Letters Patent for that Purpoſe. 


This Act was obtained for making valid the Letters Patent for the Reſidue of the Firſt Four. 
teen Years more, on the Ground or Confiderations that the Work or Undertaking ſtood til] 
ſeveral Years; and by Reaſon that Mr. Ekwvick had, by great Pains, Labour and Induſtry, and 
at a conſiderable Expence, amounting to ſeveral Thouſand Pounds, very much improved the 
Engine, by bringing the ſame to perform more Work with lets Labour and Expence than it 

was capable of doing when it was firſt invented. | 


In the Year 1749—An Act was paſſed for ſecuring the whole Property, Benefit and Advantage, of an Engine in- 
| vented by Iſrael Poronall, deceaſed, for raifing Ballaſt, Sullage and Sand, and for removing 
Banks, Shelves and Shoals, in Rivers and Harbours, to the Children of the ſaid rae! Por-. 

nall, for a certain Term of Yeats. | | EN; 


T he Equity of this Act aroſe from the Death of the Patentee, the Inability of his Family to 
Work the Engine, and the Improbability of their being reimburſed the Money laid out, unleſs 
the Property by the Aid of Parliament was farther ſecured to them; which was accordingly 


In the Year 1751—An Act was paſſed, © For veſting, for a certain Term of Years, in Michael Menzies, Eſquire, 
l his Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, the ſole Property of a Machine by him invented, 
&« for conveying of Coals from the Places where they are dug, to the Heaps at the Mouths of 

e the Pits, and in ſome Caſes from the Heaps to the Staithes or Places where they are put on 
© board Ships or Keels.” RD | es | 


By this Act, the Benefit was ſecured to the Inventor for an additional Term of Fourteen Years, 
the firſt Term granted by the Patent being inadequate to the intenſe Application, and the 
large Sums of Money expended in the Purſuit. | _ - e 
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